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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HONG K 05717 051033Z 
ACTION HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO VO-03 INSE-00 DODE-OO SY-05 
SSO-OO /026 W 

025042 051035Z /10/13 

O 050920Z MAY 78 
FM ACMONSUL HONG KONG 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK NIACT IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 236 
INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS HONG KONG 5717 

CORRECTEDCOPY FOR EO TAGS AND SUBJ 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINA EREFUGEES ON BOARD SIBONGA AT BANGKOK 

1 . HONG KONG IMMIGRATION DEPT (HKID ) CONTACTED CONGEN LATE 
AFTERNOON MAY 5 TO REPORT THAT BRITISH FLAG SHIP SIBONGA, 

REGISTERED IN LIVERPOOL, PICKED UP 38 BOAT REFUGEES ON 

RUN FROM JPAN TO BANGKOK. 

2. ACCORDING TO HKID, THAI GOVT WANTED GUARANTEES BEFORE 
ALLOWING THESE REFUGEES TO LAND. HKID REPORTS THAT IT 
UNDERSTANDS U.S. AGREED TO TAKE 10 REFUGEES, UK 7, AUSTRALIA 15, 

AND FRANCE 6. THE 21 REFUGEES FOR AUSTRALIA AND FRANCE 
APPARENTLY ARE BEING ALLOWED ASHORE. BUT SHIP MAY 
PROCEED TO HONG KONG WITH 7 REFUGEES FOR UK AND ALLEGED 

10 FOR U.S. 

3. IF SIBONGA COMES TO HONG KONG WITH THESE 17 REFUGEES, 

HKID WANTS TO LAND THEM IN TRANSIT STATUS AND WOULD 
WANT THEM MOVE TO UK AND US SOONEST. 

4. WE TOLD HKID WE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THIS AND WHILE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 HONG K 05717 051033Z 

WE WOULD INTERVIEW ANY REFUGEES LANDED HERE WO SEEK 
RESETTLEMENT IN U.S. CONGEN COULD NOT GUARANTEE U.S. 

APPROVAL IN ADVANCE WITHOUT INSTRUCTION AND IT WOULD TAKE 
AVERAGE THREE TO FOUR MONTHS TO OBTAIN SPONSORSHIPS AND 
MOVE THEM TO U.S. 

5. CHECK WITH ICEM HONG KONG FOR INFORMATION WAS NEGATIVE. 
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ICEM WAS ALSO INFORMED BY HKID AS AOBE, BUT HAS NO 
INFORMATION FROM UNHCR WHICH ACCORDING TO HKID IS 
MAKING ARRANGEMENTS. 

6. REQUEST INFORMATION AND, IF NECESSARY, GUIDANCE. 

SHOESMITH 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MARINE TRANSPORTATION, REFUGEES, REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978HONGK05717 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 92-0005 
Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780590/aaaacylg.tel 

Line Count: 68 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c8d7cba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION HA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
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Secure: OPEN 
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Subject: 38 BOAT REFUGEES PICKED UP ON RUN FROM JAPAN TO BANGKOK 
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